Parish News

West Meon & Warnford December 2025

Maranatha!

Last year, I wrote about keeping the spirit of Christmas alive for a whole season — and not
just until 12th night — the eve of the Epiphany when we celebrate the Magi and their gift-
bearing visit to the Holy Family — but right up until Candlemas (2nd February). But this year,
which seems to have flown by, my mind is on the run-up to Christmas. Soon, we shall reach
the Winter Solstice and slowly the hours of daylight will increase, but before the days lengthen
very much at all, many of us will be getting ready for Christmas, as the supermarkets have been
reminding us to do for what seems like months.

You may recall me writing about another ancient feast-day associated with gift-giving last
year — the Feast of St Nicholas (Santa Claus), which falls on 6th December. One of the acts
of care and kindness remembered about this ancient saint was his generosity to those in need

and not least to children and young people.
You may also recall that we launched an appeal early in December to coincide with St
Nicholas’ Day asking for gifts of toys, wrapped and given anonymously for children whose
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Warm and homely hall
for hire.

Includes background heating,
lighting, use of well equipped
kitchen with dishwasher

Also tables, chairs, crockery and decorating
ladder for home use may be borrowed.
Donations gratefully received.

For help and availability contact Amie Boyes
Telephone: 07887 946169

e-mail: warnfordvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Warnford Village Hall - Registered charity number 1078228

West Meon Village Shop

& Cuppacheeno Café

SHOP: Shop open:
» Wide range of everyday Mon to Sat 7.30 am to 5pm
essentials Sun 7.30 amto 1pm

« Daily delivery of fresh fruit
and veg

« Artisan bread and pastries
« Gifts, cards and more
« Dry-cleaning service

« Pop-up Post Office on
Tuesday and Thursday
mornings
CAFE:
« Breakfast, lunch, coffee
and cake Café open: Find us on:

« Bike- and dog-friendly 9am to 3pm
« Sunny courtyard garden every day .
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Christmas can be pretty bleak. The response across West Meon and Warnford, with East Meon
and Langrish, and from the two local village schools was incredible! Given that it was the first
year of the appeal, the generosity was way beyond my wildest dreams, so much so that we
needed two cars to transport all the gifts to Portsmouth.

I very much hope that similar Nicholas-tide generosity will become one of our local
fixtures — a new tradition in the making. So, please join in the generosity again this year and
help us collect more toys for children whose Christmas will be in the E C Roberts Centre in
Portsmouth, rather than at home. Bring some happiness to those children, and joy into your
heart, by giving with willingness.

The toys, mostly brand-new, were distributed to children, who would otherwise have to spend
their Christmases in women’s refuges or in homeless hostels - escaping violence and abuse, but
with very little other joy. Last year we asked specifically for toys for children and that remains
our main priority, but one or two people asked about small gifts such as hand-cream, I am
sure that such gifts would also be appreciated. Please wrap your gift and label it only with an
indication of the intended age-range of the toy, an anonymous greeting on the outside or on a
label is also absolutely fine. We were also given some, generally larger, pre-used toys and these
were given to the Roberts Centre itself for Children to use in the centre throughout the year.

As I mentioned last year, giving as Nicholas did, anonymously will bring many homeless
children such great joy, but for understandable reasons, no water pistols or other toy weapons,
which may bring painful memories to mind for some children or their mothers.

Please drop the gifts into any of the Benefice Churches right up until 16th December or
bring them to any of our services between now and that date and please do tell others about
our appeal — it makes a real difference to so many children. Thank you for your wonderful
generosity last year and thank you again in advance for an even bigger response this year.

Keeping the run-up to Christmas in mind, the new church year begins four Sundays before
Christmas Day on Advent Sunday, and although Advent Calendars often begin on 1st December,
this year Advent Sunday fell on 30th November.

For Christians Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church prepares to
celebrate the coming of Christ into the world as the baby Jesus, but also looks ahead to the end
of time when all will be made perfect and at one with God’s Kingdom. Our readings direct us
towards Christ’s birth, but they also challenge us to reflect and to turn away from all that harms
us or indeed the world. But, the characteristic note of Advent is therefore expectation, rather
than penitence, although the character of the season is easily coloured by an analogy with Lent.
Returning to my comment about supermarket advertising earlier, the anticipation of Christmas
under commercial and social pressure has also made it harder to sustain the appropriate sense
of alert watchfulness. To be fair, supermarkets are far from alone in placing huge expectations
on people at Christmas. So I hope church can be a haven from some of that pressure, while
remaining a place of joyful expectant celebration. For us, the fundamental Advent prayer must
remain ‘Maranatha’ — ‘Our Lord, come’ (1 Corinthians 16.22).

Although church decorations are simple, the Advent season falls at the darkest time of the
year, and so we can exploit the natural symbols of darkness and light throughout Advent and
Christmas.

The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath has been common practice in church and
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Family

Midhurst
01730 816711

Petersfield
01730 2682
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Oliver ¥
Chimney | ""‘/ A
Sweep

Experienced member of the
Guild of Master Sweeps

Insurance approved certificates
issued with every sweep

Professional, clean
brush and vac system

02392 787967
info@oliver-chimney-sweeps.co.uk

R. G GRAY

& SON
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Four Continuous Generations

TELEPHONE:

07901 671972

Whinburgh, Portsmouth Road, Old Netley
Southampton, Hampshire SO31 8ET
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Sales | Lettings | Management

Selling, Letting & Managing properties
in West Meon & Warnford

www.countryhousecompany.co.uk
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some homes since the 19th Century and now we also share in the Moravian custom of the
Christingle too.
Do please join us on Christmas morning for traditional readings and carols, and to share

in Christmas Communion if you wish. We would also love to see you over Advent, when we
can look forward to Christmas and what it can really mean to us.
Maranatha!

West Meon Theatre and other Christmas Trees in St John the Evangelist 2015 © A Annabel

Rainfall report for October to mid-November

The second half of October was dry until the 19th when we had a downpour of almost an
inch (24.03mms) It then rained every day for the rest of the month ending with 100.6mms
(3.96”). By contrast November has been, with the exception of two days, wet, giving a total
of 57.8mm (2.277).

This year rainfall in total to the 15th has been 723mm (28.5) and last year we had 970mm
(38.27), 247mm (9.7”) more. On our 50 year average we would have had about 800mm (31.5”)
by mid November. On all counts it is a dry year and to highlight this the river has only just
started to flow again in West Meon having been dry for almost five months, while through

East Meon village it has just flowed all summer.
Peter Short
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

N =R smf -
APPROVED CONTRACTOR e

01329 834600 enguiries@g-rixon-ltd.co.uk

www. g-rixon-Itd. co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty light
fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such as complete
rewires and replacement bathrooms. We are disabled
adaptation specialists and install level access showers
and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire S032 3PQ

ADRIAN HOARE
TREE SURGEON

07825 730687
www.aphtreecare.co.uk 3
info@aphtreecare.co.uk

Tree Surgery
Hedge Maintenance
Site Clearance
Fencing

Hampshire - Surrey - West Sussex

Call for a free guot
O ermail: the Law
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For a friendly, no obligation quote call:

Chris Guénier

01489 890738 or 07962 641796

http://www.cps-ltd.org.uk
info@computerproblemssolved.co.uk

solve your home and
Business computer needs.
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STUDIO 6

High quality colour print at competitive prices
Professional graphic design * Business & private stationery
Leaflets & flyers ¢ Posters, banners & signage

Ye detiver % Hhe FYlfeor lalley!

PLEASE CONTACT US VIA PHONE OR E-MAIL

01329 832933 - print@studio-6.co.uk

www.studio-6.co.uk

V>
@DROXFORD AN TIQUES%
Still buying & selling antiques of all descriptions.
Sourcing service, valuations & probates.
Repairs & restorations carried out in our own workshop.
o o
Curtain Making
Beautiful hand sewn curtains, blinds, &
upholstery made especially for you.
The Old Bakery, High Street, Droxford SO32 3PA

Telephone: 01489 878800 + Mobile: 07973 551519
mary or mark@droxfordantiques.co.uk

s Call in or contact us for free, professional & confidential advice @
INa. i

~© 7§

Architectural Interior Design,
Remodelling & Refurbishment

Contact Stephen Dick on
07976 723 425 or

com

RESIDENCE

INTERIOR DESIGN

The Old Stables, West Meon
www.residenceinteriordesign.com

Gemma Holistics

in Warnford

Complementary Therapies for Mind, Body & Soul
Reflexology - Reiki
Indian Head Massage
The therapies work alongside medical treatments
gemma@gemmabholistics.co.uk

07749 425 999

www.gemmabholistics.co.uk
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West Meon Community Cinema Autumn Programme 2025

Friday 12th December 7.45pm
Bridget Jones- Mad About The Boy — a chance to catch this if you missed it eatlier in the
year! More details with trailers on the website: westmeoncommunitycinema.com

BRIDGET JONES
SMAD ABOUT

Tickets £7 available...

Online at ticketsource.co.uk/west-meon-village-hall

In the village shop (cash only)

At the door — cash or card.

Film starts at 7.45pm and the bar opens at 7pm, selling wine, beers, gin and tonic, soft
drinks, and ice creams. Cards accepted.

Rosemary Morrish

Y wy -.
**SAVE THE DATE***

WEST MEON VILLAGE FETE
SATURDAY 13th JUNE 2026

We really need more help to organise this big event.

WE NEED YOU! All skills most welcome!

Initial planning meeting at Thomas Lord on Wednesday 10th December 7.30pm
Please come and join us or contact Susan (susanclareberry@gmail.com).

e o AR s G o TR e (st B o R e T bt s i VAL s IR ot VIR St 1 AT

Page 7


http://westmeoncommunitycinema.com
http://ticketsource.co.uk/west-meon-village-hall 

Parochial Church Council Secretary

A New PCC Secretary is needed for St John the Evangelist Church, West Meon — could
this be you?

You do not need to be a member of the church but may be co-opted onto the Parochial
Church Council. We are a friendly but shrinking group of church folk who now need some
extra support. The role involves the following...

*  Liaising with the PCC chair to call meetings (usually 4/yr) and prepare the agenda; take
minutes and then circulate for approval; record any resolutions; write any necessary
letters; keep list of members.

*  Preparing the annual report, give notice of APCM (annual meeting) and meeting of
parishioners, take minutes. Liaise with Warnford PCC and share minutes.

*  Receive communication from the deanery and diocese and respond as appropriate.

The PCC meetings are usually held on an evening in Feb, Sept and Nov on a Monday or a
Wednesday to coincide with Fr Tony’s availability. The APCM is held at the end of a Sunday
service in April/May.

For more details and/or to express interest please contact Louise Clay at Ipclay13@gmail.com.

Meditation Group

I have been hosting a monthly meditation group for several years now, meeting early evening
for an hour on the second Monday of the month at my home in the village. There are now

eight to ten of us who meet regularly.

The benefits of meditation are well known — inner peace and calm, more compassion for
ourselves and others, better sleep, a more responsive way of being rather than reacting to our
thoughts and feelings. Comments from the meditation group include — an oasis of peace, a
place to find stillness in a crazily busy life, calmness and tranquility, restorative, a time for
reflection and rebalance...

Meditation is a simple way of paying attention to ourselves in the present moment and
returning to an inner stillness but it requires practice and meditating in a group is a good way
of supporting one another.

I am considering offering another day/time in 2026 if there is enough interest. Possibly on
a Wednesday at 9am in the church.

Please get in touch if you would like to join us or know more. Contact Susan at
susanclareberry@gmail.com. Susan Berry
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The Holm Qak - The Cross

A report by a professional Arboricultural Consultant has been sought with respect to options
to address the visible damage and cracking that is being caused to the retaining boundary wall
of the listed central monument and feature of “The Cross” by the Holm Oak root system. Circa
15 years ago the parish council helped to fund expensive renovations to the brick and flint wall,
cap stones and railings which have to be maintained as a part of the listing.

As a result West Meon PC is planning to submit a planning application to have the oak
replaced with a smaller native tree. It has rather unfortunately significantly outgrown its
location and is causing damage
in addition to substantively
changing and over dominating
the central village vista, in a
way that was not envisaged
when it was originally planted
as a much smaller tree in the
1970’s.

Hannah Davies

Figure 53; Streetscene at The Cross in the 19605,
Figure 54: The same scene today.

It iz striking to note how tree and shrub growth has transformed this view over a
refatively short period. Instead of forming a backdrop to a visually eohesive
building group. as before, planting has now almast entirely obscured the cottages
behind The Cross
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Crown reduction/reshaping *
Plantation maintenance *

tel 023 9263 2418 * mob 07712 808081
www.treedocjoe.couk

For a personal and caring service contact Joe Gordon

- G orAon

Forestry and Arboriculture Ltd

Thinning/Deadwooding * Skilled tree removal * Fencing
Hedges * Tree planting * Woodland management * Stump grinding

Professional qualifications * Insured in all aspects of forestry and tree surgery

24 hour emergency call-out

Free quotations

All aspects of
interior decorating
as well as
Tiling - Plastering

-

SJM Decorating

Call Steve Mitten on
07818 061650

Stevemitten69@gmail.com

West Meon Sports Club Pavilion
Hiring Charge £11 per hour

Price includes lighting, heating and hot water. Fully equipped
kitchen. 50 place settings.

Tables, BBQ, heating chafers, china, cutlery & glassware for hire.
Large tent for hire: 8m x 4m steel ridge frame (2m eaves)

For further details for hiring and bookings please contact
Mary Edwards 01730 829689 or email:
maryandrory@btinternet.com

Petersfield
Framing
Studios

Bespoke picture framing service.
All types of work undertaken.
Large choice of materials.

Tel. 01730 269926.
www.petersfieldframing.co.uk

Providing experienced, vetted,
locol and insured..

» Gordeners
4 Cleaners

el e

2 Companions
# Handymen

Contoct Lou Bushal,
0333 577 3301 - hellolou@loe oltreatunes me
wawlocoltrecsures.me

PEY R SLEEY W&

m
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TELEPHOMNE: 01730 B59764 = MOBILE: 07881 276754
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f Meon Springs Self Stnrage\

Dry, secure and accessible Self Storage
just 5 minutes from West Meon.

To reserve a unit or find out more, visit
WWW.meonsprings.com
orcall
01730 823249

Ny P
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Warnford, West Meon &
Woodlands Garden &

Countryside Club

On the 13th November Martyn Cox,
award-winning garden writer, TV presenter,
and all-round horticultural enthusiast, gave a
very interesting and exciting talk about clever
ways to grow vegetables.

He suggested a good selection of plants to enliven our gardens - from including them in
your border as edible and decorative plants (chilli pepper “purple flash”) to good plants for
containers or hanging baskets (tomato “hundreds and thousands”). He also informed us about
how to maximise space in small gardens, such as with vertical gardening.

Looking forward to next year, our lively programme of events for 2026 includes a series
of talks by engaging presenters through the year such as Amanda Gomersall on creating an
award winning garden from weeds, our very own Stephen Short and his team, talking about
their work as River Meon Conservation Volunteers and Edwin Grimshaw on life above and
below stairs in the 19th Century. Our final talk will be by Ann Hughes, who will tell us how
to make a Wildflower Meadow.

Garden visits will be arranged for the summer period, and a bring and buy plant sale
and supper is on the 21st May with catering by our always popular Cuppacheeno Café. The
culmination of the events in the year is the Warnford, West Meon and Woodlands Garden &
Countryside Club’s Summer Show on the 8th August. A programme of our upcoming activities
is available on our website (and attached QR code):

hteps://edwin234. wixsite.com/wwwgardencountryside/programme

Edwin Grimshaw

Photo: https://www.theamblingpath.co.uk/the-walks/westmeonandwarnfordfamilywalk
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Services in the Upper Meon Parishes in the
Advent and Christmas Seasons

Please see our Pew Sheets and notice boards for more services and
school and village events around Christmas.
Each Sunday at 8 am
Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) at East
Meon
7th December — 2nd Sunday of Advent
9 am Mattins BCP - Warnford
10.30 am Advent Procession with optional Eucharist - East Meon
14th December — 3rd Sunday of Advent
9am  Service of the Word - Langrish
10.30 am Family Eucharist with Toy Collection - West Meon
Thursday, 18th December
6 pm Carols in the Churchyard - West Meon
21st December — 4th Sunday of Advent
4 pm Traditional Carol Service - Warnford
6 pm Traditional Carol Service - Langrish
24th December — Christmas Eve and Christmas Night
4 pm Scratch Nativity - Langrish
4 pm Nativity from Scratch - West Meon
11.30 pm  Midnight Mass - East Meon
Please not that this is the Midnight Mass service for the whole
Benefice
25th December — Christmas Day
9 am Christmas Eucharist - Langrish
9 am Holy Communion BCP- Warnford
10.30 am  Family Eucharist - East Meon
10.30 am  Family Eucharist - West Meon
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28th December — The First Sunday of Christmas
10.30 am A Guided Contemplative Service with a simple
communion - West Meon
4th January 2026 —Epiphany Sunday
9 am Mattins BCP- Warnford with blessing of the Plough and
Seed
10.30 am  Benefice Eucharist- East Meon
6th January—The Epiphany
6 pm Compline - Langrish
11th January — The Baptism of Christ and First After the
Epiphany (Plough Sunday)
9 am Service of the Word — Langrish
10.30 am  Benefice Eucharist - West Meon
At todays services there will be the opportunity to renew our
baptismal vows

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
18th -25th January 2026

18th January — Epiphany 2
9 am Holy Communion BCP- Warnford
10.30 am  Service of the Word - East Meon
25th January — The Conversion of St Paul
10.30 am  Benefice Eucharist- Langrish
10.30 am  Service of the Word - West Meon
1st February — Candlemas and Septuagesima (BCP)
9 am Mattins BCP- Warnford
10.30 am  Benefice Eucharist- East Meon
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Rustles in the leaves

As autumn brings misty mornings and crisp evenings, one of our most familiar garden
visitors - the European hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) - is preparing for its long winter sleep.
These round, brown mammals, famously covered in around 7,000 yellow-tipped spines, are a
much-loved feature of Britain’s wildlife and an important part of our natural heritage.

Often called the gardener’s best friend, hedgehogs are expert nocturnal foragers. They
emerge at dusk to snuffle through long grass, flowerbeds, leaf litter, and vegetable patches in
search of worms, beetles, slugs, and other invertebrates, making them natural pest controllers.
Hedgehogs have a keen sense of smell and a remarkable ability to remember the location of
abundant food sources.

Mostly active from April to October, they thrive in a variety of habitats, including woodland
edges, farmland, parks, and suburban gardens, wherever shelter and food are plentiful. Solitary
creatures for most of the year, they roam several miles each night in search of food and mates,
coming together only during the breeding season in late spring and early summer.

By this time of year, hedgehogs are busy feeding as much as possible to build up fat reserves
before hibernation begins. As temperatures drop in November, they retreat to sheltered spots
such as under sheds, log piles, or dense shrubs, creating a nest of leaves and twigs known as a
hibernaculum. Inside, their heartbeat slows dramatically and their body temperature drops,
allowing them to survive for months without food.

Sadly, the familiar hedgehog is now facing real challenges. Once a common sight in gardens
across the UK, numbers have declined sharply over recent decades. Habitat loss, pesticide use,
and busy roads have all taken their toll, leaving hedgehogs struggling to find safe places to feed
and hibernate.

Fortunately, small actions at
home can make a big difference.
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust recommends leaving areas of
long grass, creating safe corridors
between gardens, and avoiding
harmful chemicals, all help provide
the refuge hedgehogs need. Every
connected green space can become
part of a larger, life-saving network
for this cherished species. With a bit
of care and community effort, we
can help ensure hedgehogs remain
a welcome part of our gardens for
generations to come.

Find out more about hedgehogs
on the Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust website: hiwwt.org.uk/

wildlife-explorer/mammals/
Helen Skelton-Smith

Hedgehog. Photo © Jon Hawkins Surrey Hills Photography
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Burns Night Supper

Meon Community Connect invites you
to a Burns Night Supper and Ceilidh on
24th January 2026 to be held in West Meon
Village Hall. The evening will start at 6pm for
a 6:30pm dinner of traditional Scottish fare
and will start with the Address to the Haggis!

Afterwards Squinty McGinty’s Band will
entertain with ceilidh music for you to dance
to. A caller will talk through the Scottish
dances so no previous experience is required!
A full bar will be open all evening selling beers,
wines and soft drinks.

Tickets are available from www.
meoncommunityconnect.co.uk and must be
purchased before 12th January 2026. Go to
the events tab on the website for more details.

If you require the vegetarian option please

make sure you select the vegetarian ticket
when you book.
Ticket prices are as follows: Members £30, Non members/guests £35.
Members have the option to pay £15 deposit and the balance at a later date.

Menu
Dram of Whisky to toast the Haggis

k%
Haggis or Vegetarian Haggis
Served with neeps, tatties and a whisky sauce
k%

Cranachan
= Meon Community Connect
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West Meon CE Primary School

After a restful half term, West Meon
Primary is back to a very full schedule.
Before we broke up, the children enjoyed
aweek of challenges. During the week we
worked both in classes and House Teams
which allowed children to work with
school mates from across the year groups.
This helps to foster the great community
! spirit we have here. The Art Captains in
particular benefitted from the experience
and two, fairly shy young people, rose to
the challenge, standing up to demonstrate

and instruct younger learners in an art
activity they had created. Members of the community joined us for a ‘Linguistic Afternoor’,
where children were given the opportunity to learn about a different culture and hear and try
out several different languages including Afrikaans and Arabic.

Our grateful thanks to FOWMS who organised the fantastic science day as part of our
Challenge Week. Sublime Science led a super workshop that engaged all our learners and enabled
them to encounter science in a spectacular, hands on approach. The hard working FOWMS
team also found time to organise a Pumpkin Party that was a great success.

As I write, we are taking part in Anti-bullying Week. This week is a reminder to all of the
need to be kind and mindful of the feelings of others. The focus of the week this year is Power
for Good’; empowering children and young people to use their Power for Good to speak out,
support others, and build a world where kindness wins. As a start to the week, children were
encouraged to wear odd socks to school - two different socks from different pairs! Each sock
represents an inner superpower (what they’re already good at) and their action superpower
(how they can help others). At the end of the week we are welcoming back Flip Theatre who
do some great work empowering young people, building self-confidence and self-awareness.
They will be leading workshops for all our classes through-out the day.

With our strong community and church links, it is no surprise that representatives from the
school joined the Remembrance Service at St John the Evangelist. One of our Head Pupils,
Vanessa, helped hand out orders of service and laid the wreath on behalf of the school. We
also had our own Remembrance Service on the 11th led by Owls class when the wreath was
laid by our oldest pupil and one of our youngest — this is a tradition at West Meon Primary.

We are now heading towards one of the best times of the year to be in school. Christmas
time, when working with children, can be quite magical. We have a number of events organised
including the Nativity, Christmas Jumper Day and a Secret Visitor in the last week of term.

As we head to the end of our Autumn term, we would like to thank all our volunteers and
supporters from the community of West Meon who help to give the children of our school an
enhanced experience and a true feeling of belonging. Wishing you all very happy Christmas
and a joyful New Year.

Julie Slamaker, Headteacher
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The Alresford
Accountants

Qg‘& er
N

BUT,

Full range of Accountancy, Taxation &
Payroll services tailored to suit your
needs

e Licensed to provide non-contentious
Probate services by the ICAEW

® Inheritance Tax Planning

e Tax Return & CGT Residential Return
help

e Farming and Equine Specialists

e Small business consultancy & business
start up

e Auditing services available through
Butler & Co Audit Limited

Please contact us:
T: 01962 735544
E: infobutler@butler-co.co.uk
Butler & Co Alresford Limited,
The Old Stables, Sutton Manor Farm, Bishop’s
Sutton, Alresford, SO24 0AA
www.butler-co.co.uk

CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

We can help youwith awiderange of legal servicesincluding
Residential Conveyancing, Probate and Wills,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Commercial Property

RED LION STREET (Off High Street)
BISHOP’S WALTHAM TEL: 01489 896141
info@chamberfainsiaw.co.uk

CHIAANEY
SWEEP

# Professional & comprehensive service

# Stringent dust control methods observed
+ No mess guarantee

# Nest guards & weather cowls fitted

+ Shaftinspection & airflow testing

+ Multi-fuel (MF) appliances repaired

# MF stove accessories fabricated

+ Callstakensevendays aweek

01962 734029 (Home)
or 07721 458067 (Mobile)

WATER SOFTENERS

AMS LTD

Water softener repairs (all makes)
No call-out charge
Can fully recondition with a guarantee
New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee

E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk
Tel: 01256 768171 « Moh: 07836 247694

DON'T BE STUNG BY WASPS OR PRICES!!
: WASP NEST DEALT WITH

in this area

3 a5
A
o
i Discount rate for 2 or more nests
= Discount rate for OAPs

Call: APOIJ.O PEST CONTROL

01420 489144 / 07703 515567

We also deal with fleas, mice, moles, rats, cockroaches,
rabbits, pigeens, fox and deer control ete

Levdene Tree Care

All aspects of Tree Work Undertaken

Tree Removal | Reductions | Stump Grinding
Hedgecutting | Planting

07443 583 659

alexwilllZ@icloud.com

RICHARD

~STEEL-

& PARTHERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Incorporating Nigel Chamberlain & Partners

BISHOPS WALTHAM

ALRESFORD (01489) 892640 WINCHESTER

(01962) 798789 (01962) 862333
Available 24 hours

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
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The fight to protect the South Downs for future generations

Last month more than 200 organisations wrote to the government urging them not to
weaken or remove a legal duty to support National Parks and their nature and landscapes and,
following a meeting with Vanessa Rowlands, Chair of the National Park Authority, Winchester
MP Danny Chambers presented a petition with over 1,200 signatures to the government. It
came after it was mooted that the government was considering amendments to the Planning
and Infrastructure Bill that could water down the duty, downgrading consideration for National
Parks among partners and developers. On 13th October, it was confirmed that the government
was not pressing ahead with the idea.

Vanessa Rowlands, Chair of the National Park Authority, said: “As our very first National

- Parks look toward a celebration of 75 years since their designation
next year, repealing such a hard-fought duty now would have been
completely out of step with Government’s ambitions for nature
recovery, climate resilience and wider 30by30 targets. “It is vital that
such proposals remain off the table and the duty can continue to enable
partnership, collaboration and cross-government working throughout
these cherished landscapes.” And Vanessa added: “This is a galvanising
moment —an opportunity to reflect on the purpose of the strengthened
duty. In legal terms it should influence how public bodies approach
planning applications in Protected Landscapes. But really, the dream is
something much more fundamental than that. It should be a catalyst for deeper, more positive
partnership working between Protected Landscapes and the public organisations that operate
within them. “We need to keep pushing for these designated areas to be recognised as the vital
environmental assets for the nation that they truly are. Places delivering essential ecosystem
services and nurturing growth that’s measured not in profit, but in natural capital. A holistic
approach that benefits both people and nature.”

The current government has declared the protection and enhancement of National Parks to be
vital to its mission to restore nature and boost the nation’s health through access to green spaces.

South Downs National Park
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PLEASE COME WITH YOUR
FRIENDS 10 our MACMILLAN
COFFEE MORNING

TO BE HELD AT ROOKESBURY VILLAGE
HALL ON FRIDAY 27" FEBRUARY 2026

FROM 10.30 TO 12.30

COFFEE, TEA, SAVOURIES, BISCUITS AND CAKES.

CAKES FOR SALE.

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS
FANTASTIC CHARITY!

A MVARAllous Christmas

Meon Valley Active Retirement Association
(MVARA) Members

Visit to Mottisfont Abbey to view the
house and grounds dressed for Christmas.
on Thursday 4th December. The theme this
year will be Cinderella, and the route through
the house will reveal the whole magical story,
amidst the usual impressive Mottisfont
decorations.

The Ladies’ Lunch Group Christmas
Lunch will be on Monday 8th December
and the ladies will be returning to last year’s
highly successful venue — The Black Dog at
Waltham Chase.

The Members’ Lunch
Group Christmas Lunch this
year will be held at the Bat and
Ball, Hambledon on Friday
21st December. This will be a
first time visit for Members to
the home of English Cricket
on Broadhalfpenny Down. The
Members’ Lunch Group has
been meeting on the third Friday
of the month throughout the
year, sampling the offerings of
awhole range of local hostelries.

Theatre Visits to Chichester
Festival Theatre take place
throughout the year, with spaces
selling out to members quickly
and waiting lists being held in
case anyone has to drop out.
There are no plans to take in a
pantomime , but immediately
after Christmas, on Tuesday 6th
January, a party will be going to
see Inspector Morse — House of Ghosts, with
Tom Chambers staring as Morse. This may not
be a Christmas Ghost Story, and the ‘Ghost’
may be something in the Inspector’s past: A
chilling and sinister story.

MVARA Winter Musical Soiree,
featuring MVARA’s very own Singing for
Fun Group, the MVARA Minstrels. From
small beginnings, the group has grown to
25+ in number and meets fortnightly at the
Stables in Bishop’s Waltham. The group, led
by David and Henry, will be supported at the
soiree by Andy’s electric guitar, Jill's keyboard
and Ian’s unique musical input. There will be

continues over
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From p.19

a supper and a charity raffle. Enjoyable, with
added ‘audience’ participation, will take place
at St Peter’s Church Hall on Thursday 12th
February, and will help to dispel any post-
Christmas blues.

And post-Christmas, brings us neatly to
resolutions: not a MVARA Member?

AtMVARA, we are always happy to welcome
new members and to support new activities. It
makes joining MVARA a resolution that’s easy
to keep.

Roger Wingrove

Warnford Parish Meeting

Information relating to WPM can be found

on its website which also details local facilities
and services, village news and events. Please
sign up for ‘Alerts’ so you will be informed of
forthcoming events, planning applications in
the area etc.

WDPM has an email distribution list so that
emails can go to parishioners (eg. relating
to Parish Meetings, details of planning
applications etc.) If you would like to be added
to the list, please email the Clerk.

The 2026 AGM will be held on 14th May
2026, time to be confirmed.

Warnford, West Meon, Winchester, Hampshire and

Parliamentary Contacts

West Meon Parish Council
Bernice Gibson-Ost, Clerk to WMPC, clerk@westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Hannah Davies, Chair WMPC
Virginia Burke, Vice Chair WMPC
Robin Gedye, WMPC

Graham Silk, WMPC

Tim Main, WMPC

Stephen Hickmore, WMPC

Sue Fowler, WMPC

Jacqueline Humphreys, WMPC

Parish website www.westmeon-pc.gov.uk

Warnford Parish Meeting
Chair: Toby Drought, warnfordchair@gmail.com 07788 715707
Lucy Hutchinson, Clerk, warnfordclerk@gmail.com 07717 296610

Parish website www.warnfordparish.gov.uk

Winchester City Councillors
Neil Bolton, nbolton@winchester.gov.uk 01962 771256
Jerry Pett, jpett@winchester.gov.uk 01489 877633

Hampshire County Councillor
Malcolm Wallace, malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk 07739 050224

Member of Parliament for Winchester
Dr Danny Chambers, danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 01962 868586
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Meon Valley Lions

WICKHAM BEER FESTIVAL - The
Meon Valley Lions Club served burgers and
sausages at the Wickham Beer Festival where

we had a brilliant reception from the revellers

al

.. and to top it off wed really like to thank Ty
the organisers of the Festival, for their kind
donation. Without the public support none of
this would be possible, so a big thank you to
all the kind people who supported the October
Beer Festival for makmg this possible.

LOCAL YOUTH DONATIONS - The

Meon Valley Lions are constantly looking for
good causes to support and recently donated
funds to enable the Newton and Soberton
s Guides Company, to purchase new challenge
books to obtain badges. The books contain
numerous challenge badges, and the new
books include the latest challenges, and how
to earn them — good luck and let’s see everyone
wearing those uniform sleeves with pride.

SANTA COLLECTIONS - Meon
Valley Lions Club are busy organising the
Santa Collections throughout December so
look out for updates in our social media for
routes and dates.

Carole Dash

What happens to the money you
donate?

EVERY SINGLE PENNY we collect
from donations or profit from our fund-
raising events is used to help others.
Unlike many other organisations, we use
absolutely NONE of the money for salaries
or administration. (Please note, in some
instances a third party may charge a small
administration fee for receiving donations
on our behalf).

Geography we serve includes:

Corhampton, East Meon, Exton,
Meonstoke, Warnford and West Meon.
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PLASTERING &
RENDERING

Lime Render
Specialist in render painting
Lime Brick Pointing

Skim Plastering
Cement Rendering

Call O’Brian on

07970417552

aylors Garage
Droxford
Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433
CAR and MOTORCYCLE MOTs

Service and repair to cars light commercials and horse trailers
Air conditioning - service & repair
Competitive prices on tyres batteries and exhausts
ilable subject to

Collection & delivery or loan car

PRESTIGE

PLUMBERS

Terry Hack - local, friendly and expert plumber
with 38 years experience and covering
Warnford, West Meon and surrounding areas
No job too small - Senior citizen discount

Call 01730 606510

Which?

Trusied irader

f*'nmm

\

HH.H“
Wx‘

BUILDING G INTERIOR SERVICES
L

Trusted Expert Local Builders
30+ Years Experience

Home Renovations ¢ Extensions

Barn
Conversions

LOH °
Conversions
Structural Knock
Throughs

Bathroom

Specialists

CALL HARRY ON 07802 647565
OR EMAIL OFFICE@HEBUILDING.CO.UK
OR SCAN THE @R CODE

HEBUILDING.CO.UK
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Mark Hamilton - Carpenter

Repair * Maintain * Preserve * Made to order

No job too small
Painting * Sheds
Doors * Gates

Sliding sash windows
Property Maintenance

Tel: 01329 826862 / Mobile 07910 039572
@ TARGET
PERSONAL TRAINING
Fun, friendly, inclusive fitness by your local
independent Personal Trainer and Fitness Instructor!
Boxercise in West Meon and Warnford
Kettlercise in Warnford and East Meon
Bootcamp Circuits in West Meon
Limited PT slots available
Contact H on 07836 684974
helenhiscox@yahoo.co.uk

To advertise in this box
please contact Helena Gomm

on

07899 780830

helenagomm40@gmail.com




The Curtis Museum and Allen Gallery

OPENING TIMES Tuesday to Sunday : Curtis 10am—4.30pm: Allen 10.30am—4pm.
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/curtis-museum, www.hampshireculture.org.uk/allen-gallery

Allen Gallery

The Allen Gallery in Church Street, Alton was successful in receiving funding from multiple
sources, including the National Lottery Heritage Fund, East Hampshire District Council and
Alton Town Council for a redevelopment. The redevelopment project started in May 2025
and the project team at Hampshire Cultural Trust are now planning for the scheduled capital
works to begin in early 2026.

This ambitious project will transform the Allen Gallery into a more welcoming, accessible and
inspiring space for everyone, with new displays, a dedicated community area, and a programme
of ceramics-inspired creative workshops and activities for all ages.

The schedule of capital works being undertaken will mean a period of closure for this work
to be carried out which will be as follows:

. End of December 2025: The Allen Gallery closes to the public

. Throughout 2026: work is carried out at the venue

. Early 2027: The gallery will reopen to the public.

During the closed period there will be a range of community programmes and creative
activities, much of which will take place at the Curtis Museum and other local venues. These
will include family workshops, volunteering opportunities, and special events designed to bring
people together and celebrate Alton’s heritage.

To find out more about this programme and to keep up to date with the project please visit
Allen Gallery | Hampshire Cultural Trust.

Curtis Museum volunteer opportunities

Now the nights are drawing in and outdoor
pursuits don’t seem quite so attractive as they did
during the long, hot summer, why not become a
volunteer at the Curtis Museum? It’s indoors, you
meet some really nice people, and you can learn a
bit of local history at the same time. We are also
looking for volunteers to help with the ongoing
Allen Gallery Project (see above). Training will be
given for helping to pack, move and catalogue the |#
collection. And eventually to re-site the artefacts
once the Gallery is up and running in its new form.

Once a week, once a month or just occasionally,
- we would love to hear from you. For more details,
please contact manager lan Grierson on 01420
82802 or ian.grierson@hampshireculturaltrust.org.
uk or drop in and have a chat with the volunteers

on duty.

Jill Line
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Hampshire Farmers’ Markets - December
Romsey - Sunday 7th
Petersfield - Sunday 7th
Alton — Saturday 13th

L]
D Ltai y Winchester — Sunday 14th

Whiteley — Sunday 14th

DS _ ‘ Emsworth — Saturday 20th

Ringwood — Saturday 20th

DATES FOR YOUR

Tuesday 2nd December Southsea — Sunday 21st
West Meon Parish Council - 6.30pm West  Alresford — Sunday 21st
Meon Village Hall Romsey — Sunday 21st

Friday 12th December

West Meon Community Cinema -
“Bridget Jones - Mad About The Boy”
7.30 for 7.45pm West Meon Village Hall.

Thursday 18th December
Carol Service - 6pm St John the Evangelist.
All welcome - we hope to be outside so wrap
up! Refreshments provided.

The Parish News is published by the\
Parochial Church Councils of West

Saturday 24th January 2026 Meon & Warnford and delivered free
Burns Supper - 6 for 6:30pm West Meon to every home in the parishes.
Village Hall

Contributions by the 15th of the

_ : previous month please to:
Ce\l/l..e .G.l'fi)llé) Co 8(2); 3(2121’13101' The Editor: Jacqueline Annabel
lrgtnia de Losson Tel: (01730) 829023

Parish Directory westmeonpatishnews@gmail.com
Rector: Fr. Tony Forrest, The Vicarage, Advertising: Questions regarding
Church Street, East Meon 642 115 (usual advertising should be addressed to:

Helena Gomm
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